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The City of Albemarle, the County Seat of Stanly County, was incorporated in
1857. It is named for George Monck, the Duke of Albemarle, who was one of the
eight Lords Proprietors granted the province of Carolina in 1663 by King Charles II.
The City’s early growth in the late 19th century and early 20th century was gener-
ated by the growth of large textile mills. These mills remained an important part
of the City’s economy until the 1980s and 1990s when a more diversified economy
began to emerge. As the largest municipality within the county, the City currently
covers an area of 15 square miles and has a population of 15,917. Albemarle will be
celebrating its Sesquicentennial in 2007 with a myriad of events and programs.

Albemarle is located in the beautiful Uwharrie Lakes region of Piedmont
North Carolina, and is conveniently located near two of the state’s largest urban
areas—Charlotte and the Piedmont Triad area. Morrow Mountain State Park is just
east of the City and attracts visitors from across the state. Tuckertown Lake, Badin
Lake and Lake Tillery are all located within a few minutes drive of Albemarle, and
offer a multitude of opportunities for boating, fishing and swimming. Camping,
hiking and other outdoor activities are available at Morrow Mountain State Park and
the nearby Uwharrie National Forest. The City’s Parks and Recreation Department
operates several beautiful parks and a large recreation program.

A business friendly community, Albematrle still retains the warmth and charm
of a small town. It is a community of thriving businesses, distinctive homes and
friendly neighborhoods. The growing industrial, commercial, retail and service
sectors make the City a convenient and attractive place to live and work. The City
has a varied, well maintained housing stock with neighborhoods in every income
category. Several new subdivisions are being developed which will add to the hous-
ing choices. The City offers a full range of utilities including electric distribution,
water and sewer, and a certified environmentally sound solid waste disposal facility,
all with ample capacity to expand. These services are provided at a reasonable cost
and with a degree of personal attention rarely encountered in today’s business
environment.

Whether you are looking for a welcoming environment to locate a business or
industry, or are seeking a great place to settle and raise a family, Albemarle offers a
wonderful opportunity to attain total comfort and satisfaction.
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Incorporated: 1857
2006 population: 15,917
County: Stanly
www.ci.albemarle.nc.us

Albemarle Utilities:

* Electricity

* Water

* Wastewater

* Solid Waste Disposal

Major Employers:

* American Fiber and Finishing

* Collins and Aikman Corporation
* Gentry Mills

* Masterpiece Housing

* Preformed Line Products

» SPX Metal Forge Company

* Stanly Community College

* Stanly Regional Medical Center

Transportation:
* Highways: US 52, NC 24, NC 27,
NC 73, and NC 740

* Railways: CSX Transportation and
Norfolk-Southern

* Airports: Albemarle-Stanly County
Airport (5,500-foot runway),
Charlotte Douglas International
Airport (42 miles), Piedmont Triad
International Airport (65 miles)
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INTERESTING FACTS

The symbolic heart of Albemarle is

the intersection of Second and Main
Streets, locally known as “the Square”.
Commanding the highest point in the
downtown, this intersection served as the
site of the original courthouse for Stanly
County in the 1800s. This area is now
the location of a charming park with a
colonnade and ornamental fountain.

Market Station, the western gateway to
the downtown area, is home to an histor-
ic renovated railroad freight depot used
for meetings, parties and receptions, and
the Stanly County Farmers’ Market.

Albemarle operates an electric distribu-
tion system that was created in 1910,
and which currently serves over 11,000
customers. The City operates a large
water and sewer system that includes
two water plants and one wastewater
treatment plant. The water plants have
a combined capacity of 16.5 MGD, with
approximately 50 percent of this capac-
ity available for future growth. The
wastewater treatment plant is operating
at approximately 75 percent of its 12
MGD capacity, and can be modified to
increase capacity.

The City’s Parks and Recreation
Department operates three major
parks, a community center and a large
number of program activities. These
facilities include two swimming pools, a
soccer complex, several tennis courts,
a gymnasium, several ball fields and
playgrounds, and various other ameni-
ties. The City has just begun the devel-
opment of a greenway system that will
eventually connect all areas of the City.
The City’s newest park is a 70-acre
facility on City Lake that includes hiking
trails, picnic shelters, and facilities for
canoeing, fishing, and other activities.

Albemarle’s Stanly Regional Medical
Center, a state-of-the-art medical
facility, has distinguished itself as the
region’s premier healthcare provider.

The Albemarle campus of Stanly
Community College offers a learning-
centered environment that fosters part-
nerships, enables life-long learning, and
contributes to the economic growth of
the community.
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With the creation of jobs and business opportunities among the Albemarle City
Council’s highest priorities, the City sought to participate in the development of an
industrial park distinct in its plan and focus. Albemarle joined the Stanly County
Economic Development Commission and ElectriCities in creating a unique solution:
the state’s first industrial park specifically designed to attract new industrial custom-
ers with the need for reliable, uninterruptible electric power.

The park, located on private property directly across from the airport, features
a redundant power supply system, using two 2MW diesel generators designed to
automatically restore power in case of a power outage. With such a cutting-edge
economic development asset, Albemarle gains a competitive advantage in recruiting
a highly-coveted segment of high-tech manufacturing. A targeted marketing plan for
identifying and recruiting prospective tenants for the park helps ensure the success
of the Park. As part of the Charlotte Regional Partnership, a rapidly growing region
of 2.3 million people, the site benefits from its proximity to the Charlotte area and
the marketing strength and site location assistance provided by the Partnership
arrangement.

Respect and Enthusiasm for
Historic Preservation

Albemarle is a Main Street community, and has a very successful downtown
revitalization program. The City was recently recognized by the National Trust for
Historic Preservation as a National Main Street City. There are a number of historic
preservation and adaptive reuse projects in the downtown area that have been
recently completed or are being planned. With an appreciation for its historic build-
ings and a respect for their traditions and history, Albemarle is resolute in preserving
the best aspects of its community.






