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The Town of Hobgood at the southeastern tip of Halifax County is a comfortable, 
safe and friendly community bordering the Edgecombe and Martin County lines. In an 
uncrowded, quiet and relaxed setting near the scenic Roanoke River, the Town is close 
enough to several major cities to enjoy the benefits of urban amenities and has connec-
tions with the transportation and communication infrastructure to put it in touch with 
the world. It is a distinct community with an amiable small town atmosphere where 
friends and family are still important.

In 1889-90, the Atlantic Coastline Railroad established a rail head in between the 
towns of Conohoe (present-day Oak City) and Scotland Neck. A depot was constructed 
during that time and a settlement formed around it which was incorporated as the 
Town of Hobgood in 1891. In large part because of the railroad, the town flourished 
both economically and culturally. A large hotel was built to house the overnight travel-
ers and Main Street was a flurry of activity with numerous shops and stores on both 
sides of the street. When highway travel replaced the railroad’s presence, the dynamics 
of development were altered. Although the Town’s population has remained relatively 
small over time, the addition of vital infrastructure in recent years has opened the door 
to new development.

Hobgood’s assets include an ideal geographic location, a lower cost of living, produc-
tive workers, an exceptional quality of life and a positive attitude toward business and 
residential development. Located within a geographic area that is equidistant between 
New York and Florida, Hobgood is within a day’s drive of one-third of all the nation’s 
markets. Just 90 minutes from Raleigh and within a short drive of Greenville, Wilson, 
Rocky Mount and Roanoke Rapids, the Town has easy access to a complete complement 
of business and consumer services. The region’s labor force has a strong work ethic and 
a proven track record. Property and labor costs are extremely competitive and the Town 
has land holdings that can be utilized as development incentives. The county qualifies 
for the maximum state financial incentives and tax credits. Access to exceptional state 
job training services and right-to-work laws supplies added benefits. And there is always 
the friendliness and charm of the people, rich history, and inviting climate and natural 
setting that makes the quality of living in Hobgood second to none.

Affordable housing, friendly neighborhoods, safe and secure surroundings, good 
government and excellent services, along with one of the finest private schools in the 
state provide citizens with a unique combination of qualities that give them pride in 
their community and appreciation of their quality of life.       

A Warm, Down-to-Earth Quality
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Civic Pride and Citizen Participation
Active, progressive local leadership has helped overcome many of the constraints to 

development experienced in the recent past. When septic tank problems resulted in a 
housing moratorium, the Town moved aggressively to install a sewer collection system 
and contract with a neighboring municipality for wastewater treatment. Strong citizen 
participation in revitalization projects has confirmed the pride the residents have in 
their Town and its future.

The Hobgood Revitalization Committee has been instrumental in beautifying and 
expanding park and recreation facilities, as well as adding attractions to draw atten-
tion to the Town and its offerings.  Improvements to the park and festival grounds, a 
fountain and the relocation of the historic church and railroad depot have added new 
life to the downtown area. The Town has assisted in renovating the depot to include 
a meeting room, railroad museum and library with computers for community access. 
In addition, Hobgood has invested in a low-power FM station to help keep citizens 
informed and make them part of the decision-making process.

With its convenient location, attractive environment and exceptional lifestyle, 
Hobgood is an excellent choice for retirees seeking a safe, friendly, inexpensive and 
accommodating location.  The region around the Town provides the perfect climate 
and natural surroundings for year-round outdoor activities. Shopping, cultural, social 
and recreational activities are all within a short drive on uncongested roads.

For area workers, residents of larger cities, and military personnel, the Town offers 
the friendly small-town characteristics so preferred by those seeking a quality retire-
ment location. The Town is committed to building a community around family values 
and community pride where diverse individuals develop a common bond of affection 
for their town and neighbors.            

A Safe Haven for Retirees




